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Thursday, September 27, 2018

Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC)
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue SW

Suite 729-D

Washington, DC 20201

Subject: ONC Proposed Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA)

Dear ONC,

As a physician scientist with my research focus on smoking cessation, I recommend to simplify and reduce the smoking status choices by removing overlapping smoking status classifications, and presenting clear, non-duplicative smoking status choices.

I recommend smoking status classifications to be the following:
	Current Every Day Smoker 

	Current Some Day Smoker 

	Former Smoker 

	Never Smoker 

	Smoking Status Unknown 


By removing overlapping smoking status classifications, this effort will help to address the ambiguity of codes and standards to document smoking status in the electronic health record accurately, consistently and without ambiguity. 

We appreciate this opportunity to share comments on the Advisory. Please contact me at li-shiun@wustl.edu or Nina Smock at smockn@wustl.edu or 314-362-1854 if you have any questions. 
Sincerely,
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Li-Shiun Chen, M.D., M.P.H., Sc.D.

Associate Professor of Psychiatry

Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis 
Campus Box 8134, 660 South Euclid Avenue
St. Louis, Missouri 63110

li-shiun@wustl.edu; Phone: 314-362-3932; Fax: 314-362-4247
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