To Whom it May Concern,
Moxe Health fully supports the ONC’s push to further standardize data exchange within the healthcare industry. We also recognize that when standards are created an imposed there is always some level of burden that needs to be balanced with the perceived gain. Because of that, we too agree that a targeted approach to expand the standard with data elements that are most needed is the way to go for USCDI v2. That targeted approach should be to expand key areas of clinical data that are currently not in USCDI v1.
Data that is not in USCDI v1 and should be considered for USCDI v2 includes Medication Administration, Family History, and one additional note type: Operative notes. Knowing what medications were administered during a patient’s admission is critical is understanding their full medical record and would be important to exchange between caregivers. There are numerous existing FHIR resources that should lower the overall lift of such an addition.
Adding a Family History Data Class to the specification would round out all the current historical elements of a patient’s chart that exist today. In other words, we view Family History just as important as Smoking Status, Immunizations, and Allergies—items that tell the longitudinal view of a patients’ medical wellbeing. The existence of the FamilyMemberHistory FHIR resource should also make the burden minimal for these data elements.
Finally, one additional note type should be added to the existing Clinical Notes Data Class: operative notes. This includes pre-operative and post-operative notes. Operative Notes are a vital piece of the patient’s chart and need to be added to the existing list. This too should prove to be a small lift.
The one area outside of the clinical realm that Moxe would like to see an addition to the specification made is within the Encounter Information Data Class. To further make use of this data class, we believe that the following elements should also be included:
· Location (including facility, department, etc.)
· NPI/TIN
The existing Location and Organization FHIR resources should make location and the NPI/TIN easy for systems to implement.
Thank you for taking the time to review our comments. We look forward to your response after all of your review.
