

TEMPLATE FOR COMMENTS ON USCDI VERSION 2.0

Please provide the following information on any comments provided on the published USCDI Version 2 data classes and data elements.   

1. Data Class: Patient Demographics
	Data Element: 	 Deceased Date

	Level of Data Element (Level 1 or Level 2): Level 2

	URL link to the submission you are referencing: https://www.healthit.gov/isa/uscdi-data/deceased-date-0


	     Applicable Standard(s): FHIR

Below are the areas to provide feedback for current submission:

The current submission by Cigna contains a  definition that does not explicitly state whether this is the date pronounced dead or the date of death, and it also mentions that cause of death may be optional along with the date.  Related to national guidelines for reporting deaths, the Division of Vital Statistics would recommend that this item only focus on the deceased date, with a suggested definition of  “the date an individual died” or “the date a patient died”.  Death is a health outcome. We want to make sure that the information collected  by ‘deceased date’ is not actually the pronounced date, which may or may not be the date of death.

The cause of death information would be located within a different data class, such as a death note or clinical note.  It should not be included as an option entry in patient demographics, as it has nothing to do with demographics.

An additional use case description that would be inclusive to public health should include “Public health death reporting and death certification help track characteristics of those who have died, monitor and make decisions about public health, determine life expectancy and compare death trends with other countries.”  



	





Please send the completed form to Danielle Vessia  DVessia@cdc.gov  and Nedra Garrett NGarrett@cdc.gov 
Source: United States Core Data for Interoperability (USCDI) | Interoperability Standards Advisory (ISA) (healthit.gov)

